
 

 

 

Vocabulary Progression in History  

 

  Nursery   Reception     Year 1     Year 2       Year 3        Year 4           UKS2 

before, after, next, 
now, day, night, 
new, morning, 
afternoon, end,  
first, last, days of 
the week, autumn, 

winter, spring, 
summer, then,  too, 
soon, time, short, 
long,  in a minute, 
repeat / repeated,  
reciting to 5 and 
beyond, - grow, 
change, old, young, 
King, Queen, prince, 
princess, castle, 
seasons, 
celebration, 
festival, picture, 
object 
 
 
 

history, past / in the 
past, present, future, 
long ago, ancient, 
yesterday, tomorrow, 
months, evening, 
finally, next week,  this 
week, months of the 
year,  days of the week, 
earlier, too late, time, 

longer / shorter, 
predict, time-line, 
remember, time, 
younger, older, last 
year, used to, what will 
happen in the future / 
next, before I was born, 
when 
parents/grandparents 
were little, photograph, 
story, when parents/ 
grandparents were little 

A long time ago, now, 
hours, last week, last 
year, then, timeline, 
yesterday, king, 
queen, calendar, 
change, significant, 
cause, consequence, 
evidence, eyewitness, 
London, Great Fire 

centuries, decades, x 
years ago, years, 
timeline, monarch, 
artefact, change, 
significant, assembly 
line, carriage, century, 
engine, engineer, 
horsepower, 
locomotive, maglev, 
vehicle, steam engine,  
artefact, colony, 
colonist, Powhatan, 
territory, Virginia 
 

archaeologist, bronze, 
extant, extinct, evolve, 
homo sapiens, Ice Age, 
Neanderthals, ore, 
Palaeolithic Era, Mesolithic 
Era, Neolithic Era, artefact, 
dynasty, general, emperor, 
empire, jade, oracle bones, 
tomb, Yellow River, Athens, 
Crete, Macedonia, Mount 
Olympus, Olympia, 
Peloponnese, Sparta, 
democracy, monarchy, 
oligarchy, tyranny 

amphitheatre, aqueducts, 
barbarian, citizens, client 
kings, culture, emperor, 
empire, Latin, rebellion, 
Romans, Celts/ Britons, 
Christianity heptarchy, 
pagans, Picts, Scots, Anglo 
Saxons, covert, Danegeld, 
Danelaw, enslave, 
monastery, peace treaty, 
plunder, raid, invade, 
Vikings 

Americas, cowrie shells, empire, 
enslaved, guild, looted, moat, Oba, 
officials, plantation, baron, clergy, 
crusades, ecclesiastical, feudal 
system, knight, Magna Carta, 
monarch, peasants, successor, 
boycott, campaign, discrimination, 
disrupt, homophobia, protest, race, 
racism, repeal, strike, agricultural, 
British Empire, colonies, era, 
industrial revolution, industry, mass 
production, poverty, sanitation, 
civil disobedience, civil rights, 
federal laws, Jim Crow laws, liberty, 
non-violence, segregation, 
appeasement, artillery, blockade, 
bombardment, conscription, 
propaganda, rearmament, 
reparations, treason, central 
powers, allies, aristocracy, 
monarchy, democracy, parliament, 
epochs 



 


