
Art Lesson Structure –September 2019         

Skills to cover 

 Drawing    (This is a focus!)     

 Painting  

 Textiles 

 Digital Media 

 Print Making  

 3D Sculpture 

Step 1- Artist research 

This will consist of images and information provided by the teacher.  

There are some books and websites available for children to access (some may not be age 

appropriate) so check before use in class. The children will be exposed to a range of artists 

throughout the year and will learn how to critique art using appropriate questions 

prompted by the teacher.  

Questioning- Mix it up! Children may find it fun to ask each other questions by picking 

them out of a bag. You can also vary questioning for children to ensure the lesson is 

inclusive for all. Hold back information about the artist until children have answered these 

questions and then they could decide if they would answer differently. 

 What do you think this represents? 

 How does this piece of art make you feel? 

 Do you like/ dislike it? 

 What does it remind you of? 

 What materials/ colours are used? 

 What effect do the materials/ colours used have? 

 Why has the artist chosen them? 

Answer the questions in sketchbooks next to pictures of the artists work. 

 

 

 

 

 

I think             I feel               I like/dislike 



Depending on the type of art the children will need to do; observational drawings of the 

artists work, take photographs, collect fabric/ pictures from magazines to stick in 

sketchbook.  

Vocabulary 

A collection of vocabulary should also be provided for children to discuss and decide if they 

are appropriate to describe the artists work. They can stick these words into their sketch 

book or write them in themselves in a creative way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 2- Experimentation  

Children may need to experiment with painting techniques.  

 Go over the colour wheel 

 Mark making 

 Types of paints  

 Thickening/ thinning 

 Mixing 

 Paint blowing 



They may need to experiment with fabrics. 

 Ripping 

 Weaving 

 Dying 

 Knotting 

 Plaiting 

 Folding 

 Layering 

 Sticking 

 Roushing 

 

Encourage children to make the most of the space in their sketch book like in the images 

above. 

 

Step 3- Design 

Things to be considered in final design 

 What skills and techniques will they include? 

 What will the composition be like?    

(use a page in sketch book to sketch out a few options) 

Encourage children not to settle for their first idea! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 What colours will they use?  

 What materials will they choose? 

 Apply newly learnt skills into final piece.  

 

 



 

Step 4 - Making 

Use sketchbooks to inform the making just like you would a piece of writing! Every child 

should have their sketchbook open and available to make informed decisions and for 

inspiration. 

Final piece may not be in their sketchbook so just take photographs and get children to 

evaluate on a piece of paper to add into their sketchbook when the photos are printed.  

 

Step 5 – Evaluating 

Each time children make decisions they should evaluate their effectiveness. Evaluation is 

ongoing. It can be done while experimenting, deciding on composition and looking at the 

final piece. Encourage children to do peer evaluations and embrace mistakes!  

 What techniques did you use? 

 What went well?  

 What didn’t work so well? 

 What have you learned from this? 

 What will you do next time? 

 Do you like or dislike it?  

I used the paint blowing technique and it was really effective. Next time I will use colours 

that complement each other to make it better. 

My sculpture collapsed in the middle because the clay didn’t dry properly and my 

sculpture was too heavy. Next time I would need to create a support for my sculpture to 

stop this from happening.  

 


