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DECEMBER UPDATE                                           1/12/20 
COVID19 school update: 
Thank you for your continued support implementing of measures to try to keep our school as 
COVID secure as possible. The wearing of masks and social distancing when queuing for school is 
vital and it is crucial that we avoid close contact between adults and children from different 
bubbles as far as we possibly can. Please remember that the gates only open at a set time and you 
should aim to arrive at the designated opening and pick up times if possible. When queuing on 
Weyman Avenue, please ensure that you leave sufficient space for pedestrians to pass safely. 
Closing bubbles is the very last resort for us as a school as we want the children in school learning 
without interruption. The measures we put in place are designed to try to achieve this and by 
limiting contacts between bubbles will reduce the risk of children being at home for a period of 
isolation and the challenges that brings for us all. 
As a school we are regularly waiting for COVID 19 test results from children of an evening or 
weekend and we have to constantly be ready to ‘track and trace’ should a positive result be 
returned. If your children are awaiting test results, it is vital that you inform us as soon as possible 
of the outcome. If this is in school hours, please telephone school. Should a positive result arrive 
outside of school hours, (evenings/weekends) please either email admin@whistonwillis.co.uk or 
text 07599068574 with your name, child’s name and class and we will contact you as soon as 
possible to complete track and trace information we would need to make a decision about the 
impact on the rest of the class bubble. 

January Start and finish arrangements from 4/1/21: 
Drop off and pick up points will not change 
The start of the day will remain as it does currently. 
Pick up times will change for some classes and we are looking to return more closely to our usual 
end of school day times 

Class TIME Exit point 

Owl/Hedgehog 2.55pm Main door (no change) 

Jaguar 3.00pm Classroom door (no change) 

Pangolin 3.00pm Main playground gate (no change) 

Panda 3.00pm Main door (no change) 

Zebra 3.10pm Main playground gate (no change) 

Lion 3.10pm Main playground gate (no change) 

Shark 3.05pm Main playground gate (no change) 

Penguin 3.05pm UKS2 gate (no change) 

Wolf 3.10pm UKS2 gate (no change) 

Cheetah 3.10pm UKS2 gate (no change) 

   
 

Ofsted:  
On 17th November, we had a virtual Ofsted visit to review how COVID 19 had impacted on our 
school and to discuss the measures we have put in place to ensure our children are safe, attend 
and  behave well and make up for lost learning since our return to school in September. A letter 
outlining some information from this visit will be published shortly and available on the school 
website. 
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Learning update: 
The children have continued to work very well since they returned to school after half term and I 
have seen some amazing learning going on. The children in reception are working so hard with 
their phonics and this work is key to enabling them to become readers as they move through the 
school. Our Y1 and Y2 have completed some lovely English work and the writing they are 
producing is getting better and better. They have used the book Beegu to consider the theme of 
differences and produced some fantastic independent writing. Learning in science in Y3 and Y4 
over the last few weeks has been of really high quality. The knowledge the children are 
developing and their use of scientific language linked to phases of matter and materials is great to 
see and hear! History learning in Y5 and Y6 has been really interesting (The Benin Kingdom and 
Medieval Monarchs) and I am really impressed with the knowledge the children are retaining 
about the periods of history they have studied. The essays they have written at the end of the unit 
of learning are of excellent quality. The Y6 children also worked with James Reilly on a project 
called GetAwayNGetSafe recently. This was funded by Knowsley Council and the sessions made 
the children reflect on making the right choices should they ever be faced with certain situations 
in the local community. Jack was a real star and he won a signed Trent Alexander Arnold shirt for 
his amazing attitude and brilliant responses in every session. 
I am really proud of the learning that the children have completed and how they have adapted to 
the current situation. A special mention must go to Pangolin Class who have completed some 
excellent quality learning whilst being at home for the last week. 

Staffing: Mrs Simpson will be now working as Panda Class teacher to cover for Miss Murdoch 
whilst she is on maternity leave. Mrs Simpson will be in contact with parents from Panda Class 
over the next few weeks to introduce herself and talk about how the children have settled and 
their progress. I would also like to welcome Miss Duncan who we have employed as an Academic 
Mentor in Y1 and Y2 for the year and Miss O’Neill who will be working in EYFS across the year. I 
would also like to thank Mrs Blakeley and Mrs Dickinson who have left us this term and wish them 
good luck moving forward.  

Parent Governor vacancy: 
We currently have one parent governor vacancy and require any expressions of interest by 
Monday 7th December at 5pm. If you require any further information about what the role entails 
or to express an interest in the role, please email admin@whistonwillis.co.uk If we have a number 
of expressions of interest we will conduct an election for the post. 

Christmas: 
Cards- Children are allowed to bring Christmas cards into school for each other over the next few 
weeks. Every class will collect cards and store them in the classroom and then they will be 
distributed on Thursday 17th December.  
ALL CARDS MUST BE IN SCHOOL BY MONDAY 14TH DECEMBER- CARDS BROUGHT IN AFTER THIS 
DATE WILL NOT BE ALLOWED. 
Presents- At this time of year, our staff often receive gifts from children. This year, the staff have 
agreed that instead of families spending money on gifts for them, they send in a food donation 
that we will collect here and then donate to the local food bank which can then be distributed to 
the most needy in our community.  
Celebrations- We will be completing some celebrations in each class over the next few weeks and 
information for this will be shared by classes. Friday 11th December will be Christmas jumper day 
to support ‘Save the Children’ and children are allowed to wear their own clothes with a 
Christmas jumper or a ‘Christmassy accessory’ for a £1 donation. 
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Christmas Dinner- We are unable to have our usual Christmas dinner this year due to the 
arrangements we have in place. We will however be having a Christmas party box day for lunch- 
please on Tuesday 15th December. Look out for a text message or email outlining the details of 
this next week. 
Class celebrations- In addition to the above each class will be completing a number of Christmas 
related activities and information for this will come directly from the class teacher. Look out for 
text messages and information through the class Twitter pages. 
 
Ian Cooper 
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